
Energy Commission Minutes
June 8, 2010, Meeting 7

Planning and Zoning Conference Room
1. Call to order

a. Meeting called to order at 4:15 p.m. by Jay Burke, Chair.

b. In attendance were Michael Wojcik, Mike Benike, Phil Wheeler, Jill Mickelson, Jay Burke, Ed

Hruska, Rory Lenton, Doug Holtan, Michael Allen, and E. Christine Schultze, and guest John

Harford (Rochester-Olmsted Planning). Absent was Larry Koshire.

2. Approval of Minutes

a. Michael Wojcik moved to approve the minutes of May 11, 2010. Rory Lenton seconded the

motion. The motion carried 7-1, with 1 abstention by E. Christine Schultze.

3. Decision items

a. Rochester as a Green Step City – update from Mike Benike

i. Mike Benike met with Susan Waughtal.

ii. Rochester is a category “C”.

iii. Volunteers are needed as well as city staff.

iv. There needs to be collaboration across public and private sectors and a need to look at

best practices.

v. Phil Wheeler stated he would ask City Administration about staffing both city

departments and personnel. He indicated the need for central control across the

departments.

vi. Discussion ensued regarding the criteria in the Green Step process.

vii. Discussed talking with Bloomington MN about what they have done.

viii. Access to technical resources is a benefit in doing this.

ix. Mike Benike and Jay Burke asked if there would be enough staff time to do this.

x. E. Christine Schultze discussed sharing information, leadership, and learning from

other cities.

xi. Discussed the need to pass a resolution and the need for staff commitment.

xii. Jay Burke asked if there is consensus on developing a resolution to pass on to the City

Council. The group agreed to pursue the resolution. There was discussion on what to

include in the resolution.

4. Discussion Items

a. PACE loans

i. There was discussion on who should administer PACE loans.

ii. The committee discussed some of the processing and legal factors involved with the

PACE loan program.

iii. The committee agreed to continue the discussion next month and request that

Rochester Public Utilities provide an explanation of the loan program.



5. Discussion Items

a. ICLEI Carbon Calculator – Demonstration & Funding Discussion

i. Mike Wojcik suggested doing the on-line program before the next meeting.

ii. The committee agreed that there should be an update made to the City Council.

6. Other Business

a. Ed Hruska asked that the minutes reflect that Doug Holtan attended the meeting in May. He

also suggested giving the council, at a Committee of the Whole meeting, an update of progress

to date by this committee.

b. Russell Hess is the political coordinator of the labor union and a guest at the meeting, made a

short presentation. He encouraged the city to be involved in the PACE loan program and

indicated that contractors are ready to go work.

c. Ray Bills requested that each agenda provide time for citizen input. The committee agreed

that it should be a part of every agenda. He also suggested indicating who the contact was for

the committee and a contact address.

7. Adjournment

a. E. Christine Schultze motioned and Mike Benike seconded to adjourn the meeting at 5:15 p.m.

Passed by unanimous consent.

Respectfully Submitted:

_____________________________________ _______________________
Jay Burke, Chair Date
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